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Microsoft, New North, American Family Insurance, and gener8tor Partner to Help Job Seekers 
Alliance Uses Cohort Model for Job Seeker Training, Support, and Placement 

 
GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN – Today, New North announced its partnership with Microsoft, American 
Family Insurance, and gener8tor to launch a free accelerator program – gener8tor Upskilling – a 
concierge program for individuals ready to learn digital skills in order to apply for in-demand jobs in the 
region.  
 
This partnership builds on Microsoft’s TechSpark program which partners on the local level in order to 
foster economic growth. The company most recently announced its global skilling initiative that seeks to 
help 25 million people worldwide who have lost their job due to COVID-19 by learning new skills 
pertaining to jobs that are available in their community. Nationally ranked startup accelerator, 
gener8tor will leverage its proven accelerator playbook which provides individualized mentorship and 
coaching to startups across the country. In addition to the intensive and personalized coaching, 
individuals will have access to the region’s employers who have expressed the need for these skills. 
 
“We are committed to helping people gain the skills they need in order to move into available jobs 
within the digital era”, says Michelle Schuler, Manager, TechSpark Wisconsin, Microsoft.  “By focusing 
our efforts locally and partnering with incredible organizations like New North, American Family 
Insurance, and gener8tor, we can make a positive impact on our Wisconsin community, through the 
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.”  
 
“As the pandemic has displaced thousands of workers in our region, we are incredibly grateful to 
Microsoft for rolling out their global Skills initiative. We saw this as an opportunity to immediately 
match displaced workers with digital skills training and to work towards providing economic opportunity 
for all,” says Barb LaMue, President & CEO of New North, Inc.  
 
“We are proud to join with New North, Microsoft and gener8tor to help people learn new skills that will 
provide more opportunity to get back to work, especially during a time of so many job losses during the 
ongoing pandemic. The accelerator model has proven success getting startups ready to launch and it has 
potential to help upskill people as well,” says Bill Westrate, President of American Family Insurance. 
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The two-week, cohort-based program will include: 
● Self-paced virtual curriculum from Microsoft, LinkedIn, and GitHub to learn skills for in-demand 

jobs, earn industry-recognized certifications, and access job opportunities;  
● One-on-one concierge support from the gener8tor team on the skills content, plus coaching on 

interview skills and resume-writing;  
● Virtual access to a network of peers for support and community.  

 
Through this partnership, participants will have the ability to leverage the resources of these 
organizations to rapidly accelerate their skills and opportunity for a better paying job.  
 
More information is available at www.gener8tor.com/gener8tor-upskilling.  
 

###   
   
New North is a 501(c)3 non-profit, regional marketing and economic development corporation fostering 
collaboration among private and public sector leaders throughout the 18 counties of Northeast 
Wisconsin, known as the New North region. The counties include Outagamie, Winnebago, Calumet, 
Waupaca, Brown, Shawano, Oconto, Marinette, Door, Kewaunee, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Fond du Lac, 
Green Lake, Marquette, Florence, Menominee and Waushara. To find out more information about New 
North, Inc., please visit www.thenewnorth.com 
 

American Family Insurance group, based in Madison, Wis., American Family Insurance group is the 
nation’s 13th-largest property/casualty insurance group, ranking No. 254 on the Fortune 500 list. The 
group sells American Family-brand products, primarily through exclusive agency owners in 19 states. 
The American Family Insurance group also includes CONNECT, powered by American Family 
Insurance, The General, Homesite and Main Street America.  
  
Microsoft TechSpark is a civic program designed to foster greater economic opportunity and job 
creation in rural communities.  
 
gener8tor is a turnkey platform for the creative economy that connects startups, entrepreneurs, artists, 
investors, universities, and corporations. The gener8tor platform includes pre-accelerators, accelerators, 
corporate programming, conferences and fellowships focused on entrepreneurs, artists and musicians. 
gener8tor is a nationally ranked, GOLD-tier accelerator in the U.S. as ranked by the Seed Accelerator 
Rankings Project. www.gener8tor.com 
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